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The researchers found that names with negative associations, such as Little or Bug, were less successful than more playful ones, such as Fun2bwith. And, while men were drawn more to names that indicated physical attractiveness, such as Blondie or Cutie, women tended to go for names that signalled intelligence, such as Cultured.
But it may be even more important to start your screen name with a letter in the first half of the alphabet, said the researchers. This was because several measures of success, such as educational attainment and income, have been linked to names earlier in the alphabet, they said-as well as the fact that search engines sort names alphabetically.
In terms of photographs, date seekers should use one that features a genuine smile that crinkles the eyes, and possibly a tilt of the head. And women seeking men should wear red, as this is likely to boost the level of interest, the evidence showed.
Group photos are also a good idea because they help to convey friendliness, importance, and status, the study found. And among men seeking women, a photo showing other women smiling at them makes the man in the photo look more attractive, said the researchers.
It terms of what to say in your profile, the researchers advised against complex language, as it can put suitors off. Sticking to words that are easy to remember and pronounce helped to ease information processing and increased a person's likeability, the analysis showed.
The evidence also showed that it is best to provide a 70:30 ratio between who you are and what you are looking for. And profiles that looked genuine were more likely to generate interest than those that boasted academic achievement.
Finally, if you have a sense of humour, the researchers recommended that you show it through a wittily written profile rather than by saying how funny you are.
